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Why were there 91 million visits
to London’s museums, libraries
and archives last year? 2006/2007

Nearly a third of all UK archives are in London, held by over
600 organisations. These archive collections encompass a vast
variety of documents, photographs, maps, plans, film, sound
recordings and objects, from funeral caskets to false teeth.

� Over 1,500 people are employed in archive work in London, and
over 2,000 hours per week are worked by volunteers, in roles
which help develop skills and contribute to life long learning.

� The local authority archives alone are visited by over 100,000
readers each year, and hold over 20,000 cubic metres of records.

� London includes some of the world’s largest and richest archive
holdings including: The National Archives, which holds the
unbroken record of Britain’s government from the 11th Century
to the present day; The British Library, which holds unrivalled
collections of papers of eminent individuals; The National Sound
Archives recording the voices of ordinary people; and The London
Metropolitan Archives, which holds 72km of records and is the
largest local authority record office in the country. 

� London has nearly half of the country’s specialist repositories.
Some of these are small and focused, such as the National Scout
Archive, which holds the records of the Scout Movement since
1907; the Football Association, whose archives include the records
of the Association and historical books and programmes; and the
English National Opera Archives, whose archive includes posters
and recordings of its productions.

� Other specialist repositories hold large and comprehensive groupings
of collections relating to a broad theme. Examples include: the
Wellcome Library for the History and Understanding of Medicine,
which holds the most specialist manuscript collection in Europe for
the history of medicine and health and the Women’s Library at
London Metropolitan University whose collections are a rich source
of the study of the women’s suffrage and equality movements. 

� Nearly half of Britain’s business archives are in London and are
maintained by their parent companies as they contain vital information
and evidence. Many of the business archives also provide access
to the public. They cover a wide range of areas such as: retail,
including Harrods, Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury; banking and
finance, including HSBC, Lloyds, Coutts, ING Bank NV (Barings);
communications including BT, Postal Heritage Trust; and livery
companies including Saddler’s Company and Mercer’s Company.

� Seven London archive collections were amongst the great variety
of London’s collecting bodies which were awarded Designated
status by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council in 2005. 

A list of London archives can be found online at Archon
www.archon.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon

1,500 archive workers in London

100,000 local authority
readers per year

Nearly 50% of the country’s
specialist repositories

“The range of material is 
vast, covering every subject
imaginable, from addiction to
zoology, the Domesday Book to
today’s digital records, illustrating
the lives and experience of
London’s diverse population.”
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sMLA London is the strategic regional development
agency for museums, libraries and archives. We were
established on 1st April 2004 as ALM London and
adopted the new name of MLA London in April 2006.
We are one of nine independent regional agencies
core funded by the Museums, Libraries and Archives
Council (MLA). These ten organisations work together
as the MLA Partnership leading the transformation of
the sector for public benefit.

Our role is to:
� provide strategic leadership and advice 
� support sector development and capacity-building 
� undertake research and policy development for the sector
� act as an influential advocate for the sector 
� encourage productive collaboration between museums, libraries

and archives and the wider public, private and voluntary sectors
� support tourism and economic growth in London.

MLA London is the strategic regional development
agency for museums, libraries and archives in the
capital. We are part of the wider MLA Partnership
with the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council
(MLA) and the eight other regional agencies.

Together we work to improve people’s lives by
building knowledge, supporting learning, inspiring
creativity and celebrating identity. The Partnership
acts collectively for the benefit of the sector and
the public, leading the transformation of museums,
libraries and archives for the future.

T: 020 7549 1700
E: info@mlalondon.org.uk
www.mlalondon.org.uk
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Left, clockwise from top left: Idea Store, Bow, Redbridge Museum, Bromley Library,
The Newsroom, Guardian and Observer Archive and Visitor Centre 
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Here’s why...
London has 250 museums and
galleries including 26 local authority
services and a diverse range of
independent specialist collections.

London’s 360 public libraries spread
throughout the city are open for
almost 16,000 hours every week.

London is home to nearly a third
of all the UK’s archives and holds
over 20,000 cubic metres of local
authority records alone.

The capital houses over 250 museums and galleries, including
world famous national museums, local authority services,
university, military, and a wide range of independent museums
run by charitable trusts.

� London is home to 15 national museums, which have an
international profile and dominate the sector in terms of size
of collections, resources and visitor numbers. 

� It is also home to 11 of the 62 museums (nearly 20%) holding
Designated collections. The Designation scheme was launched by
the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) in 1997 to
identify and celebrate the pre-eminent collections of national and
international importance held in England’s non-national museums.
For a full list of Designated collections visit the MLA website at:
www.mla.gov.uk

� London’s local authority museum services run 46 venues in 26
London boroughs. Many of these services have built up particular
expertise in the areas of access, social inclusion and audience
diversification through working in partnership with people from a
diverse range of cultural backgrounds, and through building links
with local community groups and schools.

� The capital’s 162 independent museums comprise a mix of
small, medium sized and larger museums and galleries. Amongst
these are many specialist collections, including those at historic
houses and museums of famous people and companies.
Examples include: Chelsea Physic Garden, one of Europe’s oldest
botanic gardens; Dr Johnson’s House and the Old Operating
Theatre Museum, which has the oldest surviving purpose built
operating theatre.

� The nine university museums hold specialist collections with an
academic slant. Important examples include the Percival David
Foundation of Chinese Art and University College London’s Petrie
Museum of Egyptian Archaeology. Recently, there has been a shift
towards attracting the general public as well as academic researchers.

� London also has 11 Ministry of Defence, and three Royal collections.

� There are six English Heritage and seven National Trust historic
properties in London. One example is English Heritage’s Kenwood
House and its art collections. 

� Regional Hubs are consortia of regional museums and they are at
the heart of the vision for museums in England, as outlined in the
groundbreaking report Renaissance in the Regions. The London
Museums Hub consists of the Museum of London, the Horniman
Museum, the Geffrye Museum and London’s Transport Museum.
Central government funding assists the Hub to act as a leader in
delivering improved museum services to a wider constituency than
ever before. To find out more about Renaissance in the Regions
see: www.mla.gov.uk

For more information on events and exhibitions in London’s
museums, you can visit the London City Heritage Guide at
www.24hourmuseum.org.uk/london/index.html

London’s libraries include the UK’s national library, public
libraries, university and further education college libraries
and the libraries of hospitals and medical schools,
professional and learned institutions and business and
commercial organisations.

� There are 360 public libraries plus 23 mobile libraries in London.
Public libraries can be found right across the city, and 95% of
Londoners live within a mile of one of these.

� London’s public libraries are open for almost 16,000 hours every
week; that’s 800,000 hours every year. 48 libraries are open on
Sundays and over 200 are open after 7.00pm at least one day
a week. 

� There are about 4,000 PCs in London’s public libraries, offering
six million hours of internet access – most of it for free.

� There were over 52 million visits to public libraries in London last
year, an increase of about 3.5 million since 2001-02. More visits
per head are made to London’s libraries than to public libraries in
the UK as a whole: 7.1 per person in London, compared with
5.7 per person in the UK. 

� London’s public libraries lend 40 million books and over seven million
CDs and DVDs each year. Library staff answer 9.5 million enquiries
every year, from finding a local doctor or community group to
assistance with advanced academic research.

� You can look for a book in any London public library at
www.londonlibraries.org.uk/will and all libraries offer round the
clock online and telephone reservations and renewals. The 24/7
Enquire service supported by London libraries gives answers from
skilled library staff to questions of any kind in real time for free at
www.peoplesnetwork.gov.uk

� Last year public libraries took part in a range of promotions aimed
at encouraging reading, including the BBC Big Read, World Book
Day, the WH Smith Book Awards and London promotions like
Read Routes and London Libraries Recommend. Hundreds of
people joined reading groups at their local library.

� There are 150 academic libraries within 54 higher education
institutions in London, ranging from large libraries like the
internationally important British Library of Political & Economic
Science at the London School of Economics to smaller ones like
the Courtauld Institute of Art.

� Last year higher education libraries in London recorded over
25 million visits and loaned over 21 million items. Most of their
resources are available to all those with a real need to use them
and over a fifth of users are from outside higher education.

� One of the world’s greatest libraries, the British Library, is in London.
It receives a copy of every publication produced in the UK and Ireland
and houses an astonishing 150 million items with three million new
items added each year. As well as books, the collection includes
manuscripts, maps, newspapers, magazines, prints and drawings,
music scores and patents and over 16,000 people use the
collections each day.

� There are 110 libraries with a health or medical focus in London,
ranging from the nationally important resources of the Wellcome
Library to the specialist collections of health support groups such
as Arthritis Care.

� In 2005 the MLA Designation scheme was extended to include
library and archive collections as well as those belonging to museums.
Of the 39 awards made to collections held by England’s archives
and libraries, eight awards were made to London based libraries. 

To find out more about London’s libraries visit
www.londonlibraries.org.uk

Last year:
52 million public library visits

40 million books and seven million
CDs and DVDs lent

9.5 million enquiries answered

“Londoners can enjoy access to
more libraries than anyone else
in the UK – almost 1,500 are sited
in the capital. In the age of the
Information Society and the
knowledge economy, the role of
the library and information service
is key.”

20% of the country’s non-national
pre-eminent collections

Eleven Ministry of Defence,
three Royal and nine university
specialist collections

Six English Heritage and seven
National Trust historic properties

“London’s local authority
museum services have built up
particular expertise in working
with local communities and
people from a diverse range
of cultural backgrounds.”

Top to bottom: Design Museum, Kew Bridge Steam Museum
Top to bottom: Hounslow Library, London School of Economics
and Political Science Library and Archive
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Why were there 91 million visits
to London’s museums, libraries
and archives last year? 2006/2007

Nearly a third of all UK archives are in London, held by over
600 organisations. These archive collections encompass a vast
variety of documents, photographs, maps, plans, film, sound
recordings and objects, from funeral caskets to false teeth.

� Over 1,500 people are employed in archive work in London, and
over 2,000 hours per week are worked by volunteers, in roles
which help develop skills and contribute to life long learning.

� The local authority archives alone are visited by over 100,000
readers each year, and hold over 20,000 cubic metres of records.

� London includes some of the world’s largest and richest archive
holdings including: The National Archives, which holds the
unbroken record of Britain’s government from the 11th Century
to the present day; The British Library, which holds unrivalled
collections of papers of eminent individuals; The National Sound
Archives recording the voices of ordinary people; and The London
Metropolitan Archives, which holds 72km of records and is the
largest local authority record office in the country. 

� London has nearly half of the country’s specialist repositories.
Some of these are small and focused, such as the National Scout
Archive, which holds the records of the Scout Movement since
1907; the Football Association, whose archives include the records
of the Association and historical books and programmes; and the
English National Opera Archives, whose archive includes posters
and recordings of its productions.

� Other specialist repositories hold large and comprehensive groupings
of collections relating to a broad theme. Examples include: the
Wellcome Library for the History and Understanding of Medicine,
which holds the most specialist manuscript collection in Europe for
the history of medicine and health and the Women’s Library at
London Metropolitan University whose collections are a rich source
of the study of the women’s suffrage and equality movements. 

� Nearly half of Britain’s business archives are in London and are
maintained by their parent companies as they contain vital information
and evidence. Many of the business archives also provide access
to the public. They cover a wide range of areas such as: retail,
including Harrods, Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury; banking and
finance, including HSBC, Lloyds, Coutts, ING Bank NV (Barings);
communications including BT, Postal Heritage Trust; and livery
companies including Saddler’s Company and Mercer’s Company.

� Seven London archive collections were amongst the great variety
of London’s collecting bodies which were awarded Designated
status by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council in 2005. 

A list of London archives can be found online at Archon
www.archon.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon

1,500 archive workers in London

100,000 local authority
readers per year

Nearly 50% of the country’s
specialist repositories

“The range of material is 
vast, covering every subject
imaginable, from addiction to
zoology, the Domesday Book to
today’s digital records, illustrating
the lives and experience of
London’s diverse population.”

A
rc

hi
ve

sMLA London is the strategic regional development
agency for museums, libraries and archives. We were
established on 1st April 2004 as ALM London and
adopted the new name of MLA London in April 2006.
We are one of nine independent regional agencies
core funded by the Museums, Libraries and Archives
Council (MLA). These ten organisations work together
as the MLA Partnership leading the transformation of
the sector for public benefit.

Our role is to:
� provide strategic leadership and advice 
� support sector development and capacity-building 
� undertake research and policy development for the sector
� act as an influential advocate for the sector 
� encourage productive collaboration between museums, libraries

and archives and the wider public, private and voluntary sectors
� support tourism and economic growth in London.

MLA London is the strategic regional development
agency for museums, libraries and archives in the
capital. We are part of the wider MLA Partnership
with the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council
(MLA) and the eight other regional agencies.

Together we work to improve people’s lives by
building knowledge, supporting learning, inspiring
creativity and celebrating identity. The Partnership
acts collectively for the benefit of the sector and
the public, leading the transformation of museums,
libraries and archives for the future.

T: 020 7549 1700
E: info@mlalondon.org.uk
www.mlalondon.org.uk

Design: red-stone.com
Photography: Jonathan Goldberg,
Nigel Stead, Andrew Wiard
© MLA London 2006

Copies of this publication can
be provided in alternative formats.
Please contact MLA London on
020 7549 1700Above: London Metropolitan Archives

Left, clockwise from top left: Idea Store, Bow, Redbridge Museum, Bromley Library,
The Newsroom, Guardian and Observer Archive and Visitor Centre 
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Here’s why...
London has 250 museums and
galleries including 26 local authority
services and a diverse range of
independent specialist collections.

London’s 360 public libraries spread
throughout the city are open for
almost 16,000 hours every week.

London is home to nearly a third
of all the UK’s archives and holds
over 20,000 cubic metres of local
authority records alone.

The capital houses over 250 museums and galleries, including
world famous national museums, local authority services,
university, military, and a wide range of independent museums
run by charitable trusts.

� London is home to 15 national museums, which have an
international profile and dominate the sector in terms of size
of collections, resources and visitor numbers. 

� It is also home to 11 of the 62 museums (nearly 20%) holding
Designated collections. The Designation scheme was launched by
the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) in 1997 to
identify and celebrate the pre-eminent collections of national and
international importance held in England’s non-national museums.
For a full list of Designated collections visit the MLA website at:
www.mla.gov.uk

� London’s local authority museum services run 46 venues in 26
London boroughs. Many of these services have built up particular
expertise in the areas of access, social inclusion and audience
diversification through working in partnership with people from a
diverse range of cultural backgrounds, and through building links
with local community groups and schools.

� The capital’s 162 independent museums comprise a mix of
small, medium sized and larger museums and galleries. Amongst
these are many specialist collections, including those at historic
houses and museums of famous people and companies.
Examples include: Chelsea Physic Garden, one of Europe’s oldest
botanic gardens; Dr Johnson’s House and the Old Operating
Theatre Museum, which has the oldest surviving purpose built
operating theatre.

� The nine university museums hold specialist collections with an
academic slant. Important examples include the Percival David
Foundation of Chinese Art and University College London’s Petrie
Museum of Egyptian Archaeology. Recently, there has been a shift
towards attracting the general public as well as academic researchers.

� London also has 11 Ministry of Defence, and three Royal collections.

� There are six English Heritage and seven National Trust historic
properties in London. One example is English Heritage’s Kenwood
House and its art collections. 

� Regional Hubs are consortia of regional museums and they are at
the heart of the vision for museums in England, as outlined in the
groundbreaking report Renaissance in the Regions. The London
Museums Hub consists of the Museum of London, the Horniman
Museum, the Geffrye Museum and London’s Transport Museum.
Central government funding assists the Hub to act as a leader in
delivering improved museum services to a wider constituency than
ever before. To find out more about Renaissance in the Regions
see: www.mla.gov.uk

For more information on events and exhibitions in London’s
museums, you can visit the London City Heritage Guide at
www.24hourmuseum.org.uk/london/index.html

London’s libraries include the UK’s national library, public
libraries, university and further education college libraries
and the libraries of hospitals and medical schools,
professional and learned institutions and business and
commercial organisations.

� There are 360 public libraries plus 23 mobile libraries in London.
Public libraries can be found right across the city, and 95% of
Londoners live within a mile of one of these.

� London’s public libraries are open for almost 16,000 hours every
week; that’s 800,000 hours every year. 48 libraries are open on
Sundays and over 200 are open after 7.00pm at least one day
a week. 

� There are about 4,000 PCs in London’s public libraries, offering
six million hours of internet access – most of it for free.

� There were over 52 million visits to public libraries in London last
year, an increase of about 3.5 million since 2001-02. More visits
per head are made to London’s libraries than to public libraries in
the UK as a whole: 7.1 per person in London, compared with
5.7 per person in the UK. 

� London’s public libraries lend 40 million books and over seven million
CDs and DVDs each year. Library staff answer 9.5 million enquiries
every year, from finding a local doctor or community group to
assistance with advanced academic research.

� You can look for a book in any London public library at
www.londonlibraries.org.uk/will and all libraries offer round the
clock online and telephone reservations and renewals. The 24/7
Enquire service supported by London libraries gives answers from
skilled library staff to questions of any kind in real time for free at
www.peoplesnetwork.gov.uk

� Last year public libraries took part in a range of promotions aimed
at encouraging reading, including the BBC Big Read, World Book
Day, the WH Smith Book Awards and London promotions like
Read Routes and London Libraries Recommend. Hundreds of
people joined reading groups at their local library.

� There are 150 academic libraries within 54 higher education
institutions in London, ranging from large libraries like the
internationally important British Library of Political & Economic
Science at the London School of Economics to smaller ones like
the Courtauld Institute of Art.

� Last year higher education libraries in London recorded over
25 million visits and loaned over 21 million items. Most of their
resources are available to all those with a real need to use them
and over a fifth of users are from outside higher education.

� One of the world’s greatest libraries, the British Library, is in London.
It receives a copy of every publication produced in the UK and Ireland
and houses an astonishing 150 million items with three million new
items added each year. As well as books, the collection includes
manuscripts, maps, newspapers, magazines, prints and drawings,
music scores and patents and over 16,000 people use the
collections each day.

� There are 110 libraries with a health or medical focus in London,
ranging from the nationally important resources of the Wellcome
Library to the specialist collections of health support groups such
as Arthritis Care.

� In 2005 the MLA Designation scheme was extended to include
library and archive collections as well as those belonging to museums.
Of the 39 awards made to collections held by England’s archives
and libraries, eight awards were made to London based libraries. 

To find out more about London’s libraries visit
www.londonlibraries.org.uk

Last year:
52 million public library visits

40 million books and seven million
CDs and DVDs lent

9.5 million enquiries answered

“Londoners can enjoy access to
more libraries than anyone else
in the UK – almost 1,500 are sited
in the capital. In the age of the
Information Society and the
knowledge economy, the role of
the library and information service
is key.”

20% of the country’s non-national
pre-eminent collections

Eleven Ministry of Defence,
three Royal and nine university
specialist collections

Six English Heritage and seven
National Trust historic properties

“London’s local authority
museum services have built up
particular expertise in working
with local communities and
people from a diverse range
of cultural backgrounds.”

Top to bottom: Design Museum, Kew Bridge Steam Museum
Top to bottom: Hounslow Library, London School of Economics
and Political Science Library and Archive
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Why were there 91 million visits
to London’s museums, libraries
and archives last year? 2006/2007

Nearly a third of all UK archives are in London, held by over
600 organisations. These archive collections encompass a vast
variety of documents, photographs, maps, plans, film, sound
recordings and objects, from funeral caskets to false teeth.

� Over 1,500 people are employed in archive work in London, and
over 2,000 hours per week are worked by volunteers, in roles
which help develop skills and contribute to life long learning.

� The local authority archives alone are visited by over 100,000
readers each year, and hold over 20,000 cubic metres of records.

� London includes some of the world’s largest and richest archive
holdings including: The National Archives, which holds the
unbroken record of Britain’s government from the 11th Century
to the present day; The British Library, which holds unrivalled
collections of papers of eminent individuals; The National Sound
Archives recording the voices of ordinary people; and The London
Metropolitan Archives, which holds 72km of records and is the
largest local authority record office in the country. 

� London has nearly half of the country’s specialist repositories.
Some of these are small and focused, such as the National Scout
Archive, which holds the records of the Scout Movement since
1907; the Football Association, whose archives include the records
of the Association and historical books and programmes; and the
English National Opera Archives, whose archive includes posters
and recordings of its productions.

� Other specialist repositories hold large and comprehensive groupings
of collections relating to a broad theme. Examples include: the
Wellcome Library for the History and Understanding of Medicine,
which holds the most specialist manuscript collection in Europe for
the history of medicine and health and the Women’s Library at
London Metropolitan University whose collections are a rich source
of the study of the women’s suffrage and equality movements. 

� Nearly half of Britain’s business archives are in London and are
maintained by their parent companies as they contain vital information
and evidence. Many of the business archives also provide access
to the public. They cover a wide range of areas such as: retail,
including Harrods, Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury; banking and
finance, including HSBC, Lloyds, Coutts, ING Bank NV (Barings);
communications including BT, Postal Heritage Trust; and livery
companies including Saddler’s Company and Mercer’s Company.

� Seven London archive collections were amongst the great variety
of London’s collecting bodies which were awarded Designated
status by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council in 2005. 

A list of London archives can be found online at Archon
www.archon.nationalarchives.gov.uk/archon

1,500 archive workers in London

100,000 local authority
readers per year

Nearly 50% of the country’s
specialist repositories

“The range of material is 
vast, covering every subject
imaginable, from addiction to
zoology, the Domesday Book to
today’s digital records, illustrating
the lives and experience of
London’s diverse population.”
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sMLA London is the strategic regional development
agency for museums, libraries and archives. We were
established on 1st April 2004 as ALM London and
adopted the new name of MLA London in April 2006.
We are one of nine independent regional agencies
core funded by the Museums, Libraries and Archives
Council (MLA). These ten organisations work together
as the MLA Partnership leading the transformation of
the sector for public benefit.

Our role is to:
� provide strategic leadership and advice 
� support sector development and capacity-building 
� undertake research and policy development for the sector
� act as an influential advocate for the sector 
� encourage productive collaboration between museums, libraries

and archives and the wider public, private and voluntary sectors
� support tourism and economic growth in London.

MLA London is the strategic regional development
agency for museums, libraries and archives in the
capital. We are part of the wider MLA Partnership
with the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council
(MLA) and the eight other regional agencies.

Together we work to improve people’s lives by
building knowledge, supporting learning, inspiring
creativity and celebrating identity. The Partnership
acts collectively for the benefit of the sector and
the public, leading the transformation of museums,
libraries and archives for the future.

T: 020 7549 1700
E: info@mlalondon.org.uk
www.mlalondon.org.uk
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Left, clockwise from top left: Idea Store, Bow, Redbridge Museum, Bromley Library,
The Newsroom, Guardian and Observer Archive and Visitor Centre 
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Here’s why...
London has 250 museums and
galleries including 26 local authority
services and a diverse range of
independent specialist collections.

London’s 360 public libraries spread
throughout the city are open for
almost 16,000 hours every week.

London is home to nearly a third
of all the UK’s archives and holds
over 20,000 cubic metres of local
authority records alone.

The capital houses over 250 museums and galleries, including
world famous national museums, local authority services,
university, military, and a wide range of independent museums
run by charitable trusts.

� London is home to 15 national museums, which have an
international profile and dominate the sector in terms of size
of collections, resources and visitor numbers. 

� It is also home to 11 of the 62 museums (nearly 20%) holding
Designated collections. The Designation scheme was launched by
the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) in 1997 to
identify and celebrate the pre-eminent collections of national and
international importance held in England’s non-national museums.
For a full list of Designated collections visit the MLA website at:
www.mla.gov.uk

� London’s local authority museum services run 46 venues in 26
London boroughs. Many of these services have built up particular
expertise in the areas of access, social inclusion and audience
diversification through working in partnership with people from a
diverse range of cultural backgrounds, and through building links
with local community groups and schools.

� The capital’s 162 independent museums comprise a mix of
small, medium sized and larger museums and galleries. Amongst
these are many specialist collections, including those at historic
houses and museums of famous people and companies.
Examples include: Chelsea Physic Garden, one of Europe’s oldest
botanic gardens; Dr Johnson’s House and the Old Operating
Theatre Museum, which has the oldest surviving purpose built
operating theatre.

� The nine university museums hold specialist collections with an
academic slant. Important examples include the Percival David
Foundation of Chinese Art and University College London’s Petrie
Museum of Egyptian Archaeology. Recently, there has been a shift
towards attracting the general public as well as academic researchers.

� London also has 11 Ministry of Defence, and three Royal collections.

� There are six English Heritage and seven National Trust historic
properties in London. One example is English Heritage’s Kenwood
House and its art collections. 

� Regional Hubs are consortia of regional museums and they are at
the heart of the vision for museums in England, as outlined in the
groundbreaking report Renaissance in the Regions. The London
Museums Hub consists of the Museum of London, the Horniman
Museum, the Geffrye Museum and London’s Transport Museum.
Central government funding assists the Hub to act as a leader in
delivering improved museum services to a wider constituency than
ever before. To find out more about Renaissance in the Regions
see: www.mla.gov.uk

For more information on events and exhibitions in London’s
museums, you can visit the London City Heritage Guide at
www.24hourmuseum.org.uk/london/index.html

London’s libraries include the UK’s national library, public
libraries, university and further education college libraries
and the libraries of hospitals and medical schools,
professional and learned institutions and business and
commercial organisations.

� There are 360 public libraries plus 23 mobile libraries in London.
Public libraries can be found right across the city, and 95% of
Londoners live within a mile of one of these.

� London’s public libraries are open for almost 16,000 hours every
week; that’s 800,000 hours every year. 48 libraries are open on
Sundays and over 200 are open after 7.00pm at least one day
a week. 

� There are about 4,000 PCs in London’s public libraries, offering
six million hours of internet access – most of it for free.

� There were over 52 million visits to public libraries in London last
year, an increase of about 3.5 million since 2001-02. More visits
per head are made to London’s libraries than to public libraries in
the UK as a whole: 7.1 per person in London, compared with
5.7 per person in the UK. 

� London’s public libraries lend 40 million books and over seven million
CDs and DVDs each year. Library staff answer 9.5 million enquiries
every year, from finding a local doctor or community group to
assistance with advanced academic research.

� You can look for a book in any London public library at
www.londonlibraries.org.uk/will and all libraries offer round the
clock online and telephone reservations and renewals. The 24/7
Enquire service supported by London libraries gives answers from
skilled library staff to questions of any kind in real time for free at
www.peoplesnetwork.gov.uk

� Last year public libraries took part in a range of promotions aimed
at encouraging reading, including the BBC Big Read, World Book
Day, the WH Smith Book Awards and London promotions like
Read Routes and London Libraries Recommend. Hundreds of
people joined reading groups at their local library.

� There are 150 academic libraries within 54 higher education
institutions in London, ranging from large libraries like the
internationally important British Library of Political & Economic
Science at the London School of Economics to smaller ones like
the Courtauld Institute of Art.

� Last year higher education libraries in London recorded over
25 million visits and loaned over 21 million items. Most of their
resources are available to all those with a real need to use them
and over a fifth of users are from outside higher education.

� One of the world’s greatest libraries, the British Library, is in London.
It receives a copy of every publication produced in the UK and Ireland
and houses an astonishing 150 million items with three million new
items added each year. As well as books, the collection includes
manuscripts, maps, newspapers, magazines, prints and drawings,
music scores and patents and over 16,000 people use the
collections each day.

� There are 110 libraries with a health or medical focus in London,
ranging from the nationally important resources of the Wellcome
Library to the specialist collections of health support groups such
as Arthritis Care.

� In 2005 the MLA Designation scheme was extended to include
library and archive collections as well as those belonging to museums.
Of the 39 awards made to collections held by England’s archives
and libraries, eight awards were made to London based libraries. 

To find out more about London’s libraries visit
www.londonlibraries.org.uk

Last year:
52 million public library visits

40 million books and seven million
CDs and DVDs lent

9.5 million enquiries answered

“Londoners can enjoy access to
more libraries than anyone else
in the UK – almost 1,500 are sited
in the capital. In the age of the
Information Society and the
knowledge economy, the role of
the library and information service
is key.”

20% of the country’s non-national
pre-eminent collections

Eleven Ministry of Defence,
three Royal and nine university
specialist collections

Six English Heritage and seven
National Trust historic properties

“London’s local authority
museum services have built up
particular expertise in working
with local communities and
people from a diverse range
of cultural backgrounds.”

Top to bottom: Design Museum, Kew Bridge Steam Museum
Top to bottom: Hounslow Library, London School of Economics
and Political Science Library and Archive
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Here’s why...
London has 250 museums and
galleries including 26 local authority
services and a diverse range of
independent specialist collections.

London’s 360 public libraries spread
throughout the city are open for
almost 16,000 hours every week.

London is home to nearly a third
of all the UK’s archives and holds
over 20,000 cubic metres of local
authority records alone.
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� London is home to 15 national museums, which have an
international profile and dominate the sector in terms of size
of collections, resources and visitor numbers. 
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